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Annex A
Shinfield Parish Council
Vision for Public Art at
Shinfield School Green Centre



1 - Overall Vision, Aims, and Objectives 

Shinfield Parish Council (SPC) is looking for a design that is respectful of the history of the parish, its future or bridges between past and future.

The current parish hosts Shinfield Studios and will in the next few years be home to research and storage facilities for three internationally known museums (British Museum (BM), Natural History Museum (NHM) and Royal Botanical Gardens Kew (RBGK)). The finished piece may choose to reflect the journey of a parish that has changed significantly over the last 15 years.

The artwork should be a focal point for the local community and be distinctive in its nature and should be inspirational and thought provoking.

The finished design should be a centre for the village and its community.


2 – Context 

The derivation of the name Shinfield is uncertain, but a popular (and romantic) interpretation is that it is a contraction of Shining Fields reflecting the flooded nature of the land to the east of the parish (along the line of the River Loddon).

Shinfield Parish has grown significantly from a population of 200 in a rural setting in 1900 to 7,500 residents across six distinct centres at the start of the 21st Century. As a result of the South of Reading Strategic Development Location that population has exploded to 19,500 in 2025. 

There has been a significant switch from farming to residential homes and technology centres. This has resulted in a diversification of the population and seen a greater proportion of that population having relatively young families. 

The University of Reading acquired much of the land in the parish through the National Institute of Research into Dairying and subsequently sold large parts of the land for development and provided assets such as Manor Ground and High Copse Pavilions.

The green fields that surrounded the small settlements of the parish have now been replaced with significant developments around Shinfield, Spencers Wood and Three Mile Cross. 

The part of the parish to the north of the M4 motorway (which dissected the parish when built in the 1970s) has tended to be predominantly residential housing but does have a history of being associated with meteorology (although the Meteorological Office College has been replaced with housing and the European Centre for Medium-range Weather Forecasting is due to move to new premises outside the parish) and previously housed the headquarters of the then Berkshire County Council (now demolished and to be replaced with logistic units).

Grazeley has largely been unchanged as the settlement is within the boundary of the Detailed Emergency Planning Zone (DEPZ)[footnoteRef:1] for the Atomic Weapons Establishment site at Burghfield. This DEPZ also extends across Three Mile and Spencers Wood. This has meant that the developments included in the SDL were able to be built but it is less likely that other development may be restricted due to the DEPZ. [1:  The DEPZ is an area around nuclear site where development is restricted to ensure the ability to safely evacuate the population in the event of the release of nuclear material] 


The above is to provide context for your submission but is not intended to direct you in any way.

3 – Information on the Commissioner

SPC will be the commissioner of the artwork. Its vision is to improve the quality of life for everyone who lives, works and travels through Shinfield Parish, both now and in the future. SPC has also adopted a concept of SHINE (Safer, Healthier, Interesting, Neighbourhoods, Engaging everyone).

SPC will set the overall vision for the project, decide on the criteria for deciding the chosen artwork and administer the project including public engagement.

To help facilitate this project, SPC have engaged the services of Arts4Wokingham who have experience in major public art projects and will provide advice and guidance to SPC throughout the project.

4 – Physical or Technical Constraints

The artwork will be installed in an area adjacent to the School Green Centre (SPC’s principal community use building which houses the council offices, a café, micro-library and seven meeting rooms of varying sizes (including a cinema function)). 

This public plaza has yet to be built but work is expected to commence in the 2025. 

It is expected that any proposal would be accommodated within a space equivalent to a cube 5m on each side.

It is intended that electrical power and a water supply will be provided for at the site although the use of renewable energy is encouraged.

While CCTV covers the perimeter of SGC it is expected that the chosen artwork will be resistant to any attempts at vandalism and therefore robust in its design.

5 – Role of the Artist

It is expected that the artist will:
· Research Shinfield Parish and SPC
· Submit three site specific proposals for the project
· Submit details of materials, design and construction, ongoing maintenance and other relevant information
· Make themselves available to SPC for an agreed programme of community engagement related to the project. This will be included in the sum awarded to the artist
· Ensure that a regular programme of update meetings with the client is delivered as agreed between the parties
· The artist will be responsible for the design build and installation of the chosen artwork include supporting maquettes and other relevant items

SPC will make all reasonable efforts to ensure that the base for the artwork (Including power and water supply (if required)) is delivered to the time and specification agreed with the artist.


6 – Project Management Structure

SPC’s Public Art Project Working Party will be responsible for the project management and successful completion of the overall project.

The Working Party reports to SPC’s Arts, Culture and Events Committee which in turn reports to SPC’s Full Council.

Arts4Wokingham provide advice and guidance to the Working Party (and through the working party to SPC).

Unless otherwise advised to the artist the primary point of contact with SPC shall be via the Clerk to the Council. 


7 – Copyright and Ownership

SPC shall be assigned the copyright and image rights of the chosen artwork, and the moral rights in the same shall be waived by the artist. 

SPC will own the final artwork once successfully installed and will be responsible for future maintenance and insurance of the artwork (post any “snagging” period).

By submitting a proposal to this competition you consent to use of the material submitted, being an artistic and literary work, for promotional, fundraising and marketing purposes and agree that you waive any moral rights to the same.
 
8 – Budget

SPC shall arrange and pay for directly any work in respect of providing the base and power and water (if required) for the artwork.

SPC have paid Arts4Wokingham a fee for their services to support the project.

SPC will pay £250 to each artist chosen to be on the shortlist toward covering the cost of providing mock-ups, maquettes and attending the selection panel meeting (where physical attendance is practicable)

SPC will pay £50,000 to the chosen artist for the design, creation, installation, full risk assessment and snagging of the chosen artwork. £5,000 of this amount to be payable on appointment of the chosen artist and the signing of the contract with SPC. Subject to agreement with SPC, the payment schedule for the remaining £45,000 will be agreed prior to the signature of the contract and with regards to the artists proposed budget.




9 – Time Frame

The target date for formal unveiling of the completed artwork is Monday 31st May 2027. 

The key dates for the project are as follows:

	Item Description
	Start Date

	Artists invited to submit proposals from
	31/07/2025

	Applications to be received by
	24/10/2025

	Shortlist of artists to be agreed by
	20/11/2025

	Successful artist appointed by
	13/03/2026

	Public announcement of winning artist
	20/03/2026

	Formal Unveiling of successful artwork
	28/05/2027




10 – Deliverables 

The successful artist will be expected to provide:
· Initial proposals (three different site-specific options)
· Two References
· Sketches
· Maquettes and/or CGIs
· Progress reports as agreed with SPC
· Support with Community Engagement throughout the project
· Detailed specification and Care & Maintenance documentation
· Outline budget including timings
· Outline of the power and water requirements for the artwork
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